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Episode 4 THE PAUL HARRIS SERIES
The Founders Who Shaped a Movement

When the Rotary Club of Chicago published this member roster in October 
1905, the club had grown to 21 members, including two honorary members.

The first four Rotarians. From left: Gustavus Loehr
, Silvester Schiele, Hiram E. Shorey, Paul P. Harris
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Paul P. Harris: A 28-year-old lawyer in Chicago, Harris is recognized as the founder of Rotary. He
envisioned a club where professionals from diverse backgrounds could exchange ideas and build
genuine fellowship. Inspired by the sense of community he experienced in his youth, he sought to
recreate that spirit in a rapidly growing city. Harris served as the first President of Rotary International
from 1910 to 1912 and remained deeply involved in its growth and global expansion until his death in
1947.

Gustavus Loehr: A mining engineer, Loehr hosted the very first Rotary meeting in his office in the Unity
Building, Chicago. Known for his practical and grounded nature, he provided the physical space where
the idea of Rotary took shape. Although his active involvement lasted only a few years and he did not
hold major office, his role in hosting the founding meeting remains historically significant.

Silvester Schiele: A coal dealer by profession, Schiele became the first president of the Rotary Club of
Chicago in 1905. His leadership helped establish the early structure and direction of the club. He later
served as Treasurer of Rotary International in 1910 (not 1945), contributing to its early organisational
development.

Hiram E. Shorey: A merchant tailor, Shorey served as the club’s first recording secretary. He played a
key role in maintaining records and supporting the organisation during its formative phase. Like Loehr,
his time with Rotary was relatively short, but his contribution to its early foundation was important.

Additional Early Contributor
Harry L. Ruggles: Often referred to as the “fifth Rotarian,” Ruggles joined shortly after the club’s
formation. He introduced singing at Rotary meetings—an element that became a cherished tradition in
many clubs worldwide. His enthusiasm and warmth helped shape Rotary’s culture of fellowship and
camaraderie.
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 ENVIRONMENT 
 ECONOMIC COMMUNITY SERVICE

Date: 1st Dec 2025
RI Theme: Economic
Community 
Development
Basic Education & 
Development 
Location: Goregaon
Members Present: 1
Beneficiaries: 60 
Project worth : Rs.  1200

EXTENDING CARE TO THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY
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RCMSEP conducted a meaningful nutrition kits distribution drive on 31st March in support of The Humsafar Trust,
distributing 50 essential kits to beneficiaries and reinforcing its commitment to inclusivity and community welfare. Rtn.
Kiran Srivastava and Rtn. Seema personally ensured smooth execution at the Kalina center, and the initiative was deeply
appreciated by the Trust for bringing dignity, care, and support to the LGBTQ+ community and their families.

1st week April 2026



CLUB SERVICE.
 WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Date: 1st Dec 2025
RI Theme: Economic
Community 
Development
Basic Education & 
Development 
Location: Goregaon
Members Present: 1
Beneficiaries: 60 
Project worth : Rs.  1200

On 5  April, RCMSEP participated in an exclusive women’s interactive session at the Rotary Centre,
Juhu, featuring Rotary International President-Elect Olayinka Hakeem Babalola. The session fostered
meaningful dialogue on women’s roles in Rotary and was attended by several club members. A
touching performance by specially-abled children added to the inspiring and memorable experience.
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AN  INSPIRING  INTERACTION  WITH  RIPE  OLAYINKA  BABALOLA
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VASTRA  MELA  “A  MELA  OF  HOPE,  DIGNITY  &  IMPACT”
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RCMSEP, in partnership with Gur Samarath Foundation, successfully organized Vastra Mela 2026 
on 3rd and 4th April, offering quality clothing and essentials at nominal prices to support the
underprivileged communities while promoting sustainability. The event saw an overwhelming 
response, raising significant funds (including nearly ₹40,000), all of which will be utilized for 
meaningful community initiatives.

1st week April 2026
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COMPASSION  IN  ACTION:  PROJECT  RAW

AASHAYEIN

District Governor: Rtn. Manish Motwani Club President: Rtn. Minishaa I Oberoi
      Club Treasurer: Rtn. Naresh Khatri Club Secretary: Rtn. Jotinder S Ahluwalia 

On 2nd April, the Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab (RCMSEP) responded to an urgent red alert call under
Project RAW (Rotary Animal Welfare) to support a stray dog in need of emergency surgery.Demonstrating
compassion and swift action, the club members came together to raise funds for the life-saving procedure. The
initiative reflected the club’s deep commitment towards animal welfare and care for the voiceless.

1st week April 2026
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🎡 The Happy Wheel - Fun Corner
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4th week March 2026
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DECIPHER THE WORD / PHRASE !



Flavours of Fellowship

 AASHAYEIN

🧀 Cheese & Olive Skewers

)
👩‍🍳 Instructions

1. Thread cheese, olive, and tomato onto skewers.
2. Sprinkle herbs or chili flakes.
3. Serve immediately or chill.
👉 Perfect finger food for parties.

🧾 Ingredients
Cheese cubes (cheddar or
mozzarella)
Olives
Cherry tomatoes
Herbs (optional)

1st  week April  2026



Contact Rtn. Seema  Bhoocher

Recipe by :
 Rtn. Kiran Srivastava

Get your recipe featured in next Aashyein Weekly Magazine!

 AASHAYEIN

🫒 Olives are ancient! They’ve been enjoyed for over 7,000 years and were a staple in
the Mediterranean civilizations

🧀 Cheese + olives = perfect pairing because the saltiness of olives enhances the
creaminess of cheese—your taste buds love contrast 😋

1st week April 2026
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ANSWERS:
WHAT WORD CAN FOLLOW ALL THREE BLANKS? 
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Air______ 
Dead   _______ 
Head _______ 

Lime  ______ 
Sand  ______ 
Key ______

Pop______ 
Rock _______ 
Film_______ 

Class______
Team______
Room______
  

High_______
Sub________
Path_______

Foot______
Swim______
Night______
 

Stone

Mate

Way

Wear

Star

Line Rtn. Deepak Wadhwa



“Service, when given with
sincerity, becomes the truest

form of leadership.”

Thank you for being a Rotarian

Quote of the Week

 AASHAYEIN

 Aashayein Editorial Board
Rtn. Minishaa I Oberoi 
Rtn. Seema Bhoocher
Rtn. Jotinder S Ahluwalia 
Rtn. Aarti Jadhav 
Rtn. Jasjit Bhatia 
Rtn. Jasbeer Nagi
 

4  week February 2026th


